PRESS RELEASE - 30 July 2019
Calling on communities to get involved in Palliative Care Week this September
Raising awareness of the difference palliative care can make to people with palliative care needs,
carers and families
Communities all over the island of Ireland [localised by county] are being encouraged to get involved
in the sixth annual Palliative Care Week taking place this September (8th to 14th September). The
week aims to raise awareness of the difference palliative care can make to people with a life-limiting
illness or condition, to carers and to families throughout the island of Ireland.
Palliative Care Week is coordinated by All Ireland Institute of Hospice and Palliative Care (AIIHPC).
This year’s theme is ‘Palliative Care: Surrounding You With Support’, focusing on how people with
palliative care needs are being supported in the community.
This can involve support from primary care (such as GPs, public health nurses, district nurses), from
hospices, hospitals, nursing homes, and wider community supports beyond formal health and social
care services. Support can be provided for weeks, months and years.
AIIHPC is encouraging individuals and communities to get involved in Palliative Care Week 2019.
“Palliative care ensures that a person with a serious and progressive illness, regardless of age or
condition, can have the best possible quality of life,” said Karen Charnley, AIIHPC Director. “Palliative
aanncare puts the person at the centre of care with a range of supports around them, whether that
is their family or friends, including carers, or health professionals such as GPs, nurses or wider
community supports.
“This year, we’re calling on communities all over the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland to help
us to raise awareness of the importance of palliative care. If you are interested in learning more
about palliative care and the campaign, or are involved in a community organisation interested in
health and well-being, we would love to hear from you.
“Individuals and groups can get involved through holding a small event, or by distributing
promotional leaflets which AIIHPC would be happy to supply, or by posting their own palliative care
experience story on social media during Palliative Care Week using the #pallcareweek hashtag.
“AIIHPC works with our partners in hospices, other health care organisations, universities and
charities, along with voluntary and community organisations to promote Palliative Care Week. We
want as many people as possible to have a greater understanding of palliative care and we would
love to have more groups and individuals from around the island of Ireland involved in supporting
this year’s campaign.”
For more information on Palliative Care Week visit www.aiihpc.org
Any groups or individuals wishing to get involved e.g. by planning an event, and to obtain leaflets
and/or posters can contact AIIHPC by calling them on +353 1 4912948 or by emailing Bernadette at
bpirihi@aiihpc.org
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Notes to Editors:
All Ireland Institute of Hospice and Palliative Care (AIIHPC) is a collaborative of hospices, health and
social care organisations and universities on the island of Ireland. AIIHPC advances education,
research and practice to improve the palliative care experience of people with life limiting conditions
and their families. http://aiihpc.org/about
The AIIHPC works with a group of visionary partners who recognise the value of working together to
achieve a better, richer experience of palliative care for people with life limiting conditions. The
organisation’s 25 partners are:


























Belfast Health and Social Care Trust
Dublin City University
Dublin University Trinity College
Galway Hospice Foundation
Irish Hospice Foundation
LauraLynn Children’s Hospice
Macmillan Cancer Support
Marie Curie
Marymount University Hospital & Hospice, Cork
Milford Care Centre, Limerick
National University of Ireland Galway
Northern Health and Social Care Trust
Northern Ireland Hospice
Our Lady’s Hospice & Care Services
Public Health Agency (Northern Ireland)
Queen’s University Belfast
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust
Southern Health and Social Care Trust
St Francis Hospice, Dublin
Ulster University
University College Cork
University College Dublin
University of Limerick
Western Health and Social Care Trust

